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JOHN HANCOCK ANNOUNCES RETURN OF  
DEFENDING CHAMPIONS TO 2018 BOSTON MARATHON 

 

• Two-Time World Champion Edna Kiplagat and Reigning World Champion 
Geoffrey Kirui Set to Defend Titles on April 16 
 

• 2018 Marks 33rd Year of John Hancock’s Principal Sponsorship of the Boston 
Marathon 

 
BOSTON, MA, December 6, 2017 EMBARGOED until 10am ET—John Hancock today 
announced the return of 2017 Boston Marathon champions Edna Kiplagat and Geoffrey Kirui for 
the 122nd running of the race on April 16, 2018. The 2018 Boston Marathon marks the 33rd year 
of John Hancock’s landmark sponsorship of the legendary race. Watch video: 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 
 
About Edna Kiplagat: 
• Kiplagat is a two-time IAAF World Championships gold medalist, a London and New York City 

Marathon champion and a multiple winner of the Abbott World Marathon Majors Series. 
 
• In her Boston debut this year, she decisively threw in a surge with 10K to go and ran away from the 

lead pack to finish in 2:21:52, the fourth fastest women’s winning time in the history of the race.  
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• After Boston, she returned to the World Championships for the fourth time and secured the silver 

medal for Kenya. She is the second athlete in history to win two gold medals and a silver at the 
championships.  

 
• She recently closed the 2017 race season with a strong fourth-place finish at the New York City 

Marathon. 
 

 “I am so happy to accept the invitation from John Hancock to return to Boston next year as the defending 
champion of this historic race,” said Kiplagat. “After racing all around the world, it was so special for me 
to run on Boston’s historic course and experience the Boston traditions with my family. I could see first-
hand how special the city of Boston, all the towns along the course, and the community is to so many 
people. And of course, I look forward to the challenge next April of once again racing against the world’s 
best athletes.” 

About Geoffrey Kirui:  
• Last year the chase for the men’s title was aggressive with a deep international field of Olympic 

medalists, World Champions, and Abbott World Marathon Majors winners battling for the crown. A 
newcomer to the course, Kirui ran a strategic race, slowly diminishing the lead group down to himself 
and American Galen Rupp, who was also making his Boston debut after earning the bronze medal at 
the 2016 Olympic Games. Kirui, in only his third marathon, ultimately prevailed becoming the first 
Kenyan winner since 2012.  

 
• At the World Championships, Kirui solidified his prowess in strategic, non-paced racing by 

decisively winning the gold medal.  
 

"2017 was a wonderful year for me with winning both Boston and the World Championships,” said Kirui. 
“I’m happy to return to Boston to defend my title. The tremendous atmosphere, the great history and 
legendary course all suit me very well.”  

“When you run Boston, you join a legacy that is over a century in the making,” said John Hancock Chief 
Marketing Officer Barbara Goose. “Champions like Edna and Geoffrey exemplify the determination, 
persistence and spirit that all runners demonstrate when they line up together in Hopkinton to achieve 
their goals.”  

“In their Boston debuts last April, both Geoffrey and Edna raced with confidence from the start, pulled 
away late, and solidified their spots in Boston Marathon lore,” said Boston Athletic Association CEO 
Tom Grilk. “We’re excited to welcome these world-class athletes back as part of the John Hancock Elite 
Athlete Team.” 

Additional elite field announcements will roll out over the next few weeks. For additional information 
about the elite athlete program and sponsorship, please visit 
www.johnhancock.com/bostonmarathon/sportspartnerships.html or follow us @jhboston26 on Twitter. 
 
About John Hancock and Manulife 
John Hancock is a division of Manulife Financial Corporation, a leading international financial services 
group that helps people achieve their dreams and aspirations by putting customers’ needs first and providing 
the right advice and solutions. We operate primarily as John Hancock in the United States, and Manulife 
elsewhere. We provide financial advice, insurance and wealth and asset management solutions for 
individuals, groups and institutions. Assets under management and administration by Manulife and its 
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subsidiaries were over $1 trillion (US$806 billion) as of September 30, 2017. Manulife Financial 
Corporation trades as MFC on the TSX, NYSE, and PSE, and under 945 on the SEHK. Manulife can be 
found at manulife.com. 
 
One of the largest life insurers in the United States, John Hancock supports approximately 10 million 
Americans with a broad range of financial products, including life insurance, annuities, investments, 401(k) 
plans, and college savings plans. We also offer advice through Signator, a network of independent financial 
advisors. Additional information about John Hancock may be found at johnhancock. 
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